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It is encouraging that a number of Muslim
religious leaders, intellectuals and politicians
from different parts of the world have criticised
the Taliban group that has just captured power
in Kabul for its €rroneous, and often dogmatic,
application of Islamic laws and rules.

Many of these critics have taken the regime to
task for its denial of the most basic rights to
women — rights which Islam as 2 doctrine had
granted women 1417 years agol The Taliban,
as is widely known, has closed girls' schools
and colleges because it regards education for
women as unnecessary and unimportant. It
has also banned womep from working outside
the home because 3 woman should be kept
protected within the home just as "the beauty
of a rose is lost the moment it is taken
outside”. If a woman has to 8O out, she has to
be totally covered from tip to toe in a burqua.
Women, needless to say, have no public rola
in Taliban's Afghanistan.

These foolish stricturec nave had disastrous
consequences. There are at |east 40,000 war
widows in Afghanistan who have no choice
but to work outside their homes in order to
feed their children. Female doctors who play
a crucial role in maintaining a skeletal health
caré system in a country ravaged by decades

of war have been prevented from looking after
the sick.

The Taliban has also implemented [slamic
criminal laws in an extremely harsh manner.
Faithful adherents of a narrow and bigoted
interpretation of how penalties should be
carried out, Taliban judges and law
enforcement officers have not hesitated to
chop off the fingers and hands of thieves

without bothering to conduct thorough
investigations  as required by Islamic
jurisprudence. It is Partly because of this that

Muslim scholars in other countries have begun

- THE TALIBAN'S BIGOTRY

(0 wonder whether the Taliban ic really

knowledgeable in Islam.

The bigoted, dogmatic approach to Islam that
the Taliban has adopted in its enthusiasm to
Impose its version of the religion upon the
Afghan populace is, in a sense, a product of
the type of shallow, superficial education that
its leaders have had, The curriculum and
teaching methods used in the religious schools
— madrasah — they had attended gave very
litle emphasis to analytical thinking or
intéractive learning. It is not surprising
therefore that the Taliban tends to see the
world in simplistic black and white termes.

However, there is no denying that Taliban
leaders have sizeable Support in parts of rural
Afghanistan. - Their religious - background,
coupled with their puritanical lifestyle. have
enhanced their stature in the eyes of the
people. The prolonged violence as a result of
the factional struggle for power among the
freedom fighters. the Mujahiddeen, following
their victory over the Soviet army also worked
to the advantage of the Taliban. A significant
segment of society had begun to lose faith in
their leaders. It is also quite conceivable, as
alleged by various Quarters, that the Taliban
received generous military assistance from
Pakistan which enabled it to topple the
government of Burhanuddin Rabbani. The
United States, according to certain sources,
has also been supportive of the Taliban.

The Taliban success — though it is doubtful if
it will be able to sustain its rule for very long
— Is a grim reminder to all of us of how a

bigoted, dogmatic religious group can
conquer power, given certain favourable
circumstances.

12 November 1996 Chandra Muzaffar
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Strategic Objective

Integrate Gender-Equality

E Q UA I_ ITY Dimensions into Policy and Programme
Planning and Implementation

at all Levels and in all Areas

Action to be Taken

Generate and Disseminate Gender-

Disaggregated Data and Information for
Planning and Evaluation

Governments and the UN should increase the collection of

gender-specific statistics and indicators and develop
new indicators that can show the gender dimension of pol

icies and Programmes, Measures should be taken

to strengthen and increase the analysis of this infor-
IF WE SUCCEED... mation for policy development, monitoring and evalu-
ation. Resulting information should be widely dis-

seminated at both the national and international lev- )
els.

“‘We've
waited a long time to see
some of our hard work really taken

- Created by trial version of 2PDF

INto account by the government. |t
should make a big difference! Strengthen National Machinery for the

Advancement of Women

National machinery should be placed at the
highest political level of governments, with
adequate staff and resources, financial auton-
omy and established links with other national

machinery and with the United Nations sys-
tem.

Encourage integration and the active partici-
pation of women in advisory bodies with
national machineries, NGOs and related

agencies and institutions doing research on
women.

‘ -
- . --‘

r- L

L

L

Train in Gender Analysis

7%

o
S

%

Governments should develop tools for gender

analysis and require government officials to

apply these tools in developing policies and
programmes.

All key personnel should be trained in gender
analysis as a tool for planning, implementa-

tion and monitoring programmes and pro-
jects.

The Tribune #52 - November 1994 . International Women's Tribune Centre
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AFGHANISTAN: THE POWER GAME '

The conflict in Afghanistan proves yet again
that the wars of the present and the future
will not be Inter-civilisational', as argued by
Some quarters. By inter-civilisational
conflict they mean confljct between different
religious cultures such  as Islam and
Christianity, or Hinduism and Buddhism,

[f anything, the Alghan conflict, seen from
national,  regional and international
perspectives, rcveals that power and vested
interests  will continue L0 dominate the

politics of tomorrow -«as it has dominated the
politics of yesterday,

At the national level. it is obvious that ethnic
and sub-ethnic scntiments, and the interests
that have developed around these sentiments,
are much more powerful than the religious tie
Per se. This explains why in spite of the fact
that the Afghan population is almas antirely
Muslim, ethnic factionalism and ethnic feuds
are still as strong as ever. While political
divisions do not coincide completely with
¢thnic cleavages, there 1S, nonctheless, some
overlap between the two. The Pashtuns, who
are the majority identify more readily with
Pashtun Icaders just as the Tajiks and Uzbeks
associate more easily with their own leaders.

That religion, or a culture linked to a
particular religion, does not automatically
determine © one's political attachment or
alignment becomes even more apparent at the
regional level.  As soon as the Taliban
captured power in Kabul, Iran openly
expressed its opposition to the new regime,
It continues to back Burhanuddin Rabbani,
the leader who was overthrown by the
Taliban. India, a major regional player, also
Supports Rabbanj and is purportedly working

closely with Tran to thwart the influence of
the Taliban, Pakistan, and, to 2 lesser extent,
Saudi Arabia, are allegedly close to the
Taliban. Thus we have a situation where an
Islamic republic has Joined hands with a
Flindu majority state in supporting a deposed
Muslim group pitted against another Muslim
group in power which, in turn, is backed by
tWo Muslim statcs. These attdchments and
alignments show that in the ultimate analysis
it is the geopolitical interests of a particular
state rather than its relipious identity that
decides the shape of its foreign policy.

This is also true of the conflict when
analysed from the standpoint of intemational
politics. The United States,
involvemeit in Afghan politics goes back to
decades, backed the Mujahideen
(frecdom fighters) against the Soviet Union
When the latter oooupicd Afghanistau i Ly
cighties. Today, the US. it is believed, is
behind the traditional conservative Taliban
while Russia is reportedly praviding tacit
support to Rabbani. ‘This puts Russia on the
same side as regional players Iran and India
while the US is in the same camp with
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. |t is Interesting
that even in the nineteenth century when
Britain and Russia were playing out what
Rudyard Kipling called 'The great gamc' in
Afghanistan, geopolitical considerations and
imperial interests were dominant.

For present-day Afghanistan, the crucial
question is whether the pursuit of power can
be tamed by the ethics and values that lie at
the heart of religion.

13 November 1996 Chuandra Muzuffnr

l Dr. Chandra Muzaffar is the Director of Just

World Trust (JUST), Penang, Malaysia. ‘l
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